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great. According to Nicolo Conti and Abdur R^*-ak, pearls, rubies, emeralds
and diamonds where sold openly in the baiars. * Till as late as 18th century,
even common man had a few luxuries. **
The fall of Golkonda in :&,, A.D. brought the territory under the
Moghal rule. But the Mughal suzerainty was ineffective and the local
Zamindars enjoyed unfettered powers.
The death of the Emperor Aurangazeb in 1707 marked tne decline of
the grand Moghal Regime. The successors of Aurangzeb were weak and the
central government became ineffective over its Subas. Mubanz Khan, the
Emperor's nominee to the Deccan Suba was defeated in the field of Shaker-
Kheda in Berar by Mir Qamuruddin Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah i in the year
1724. ^ The Mughal Emperor had gracefully accepted the inevitable and
confirmed Nizam-ul-Mulk in the Deccan Subedari. ^
Though the Nizam was in name a military Governor of the Mughal,
for all practical purposes, he was the de-facto Head of the State. His state
comprised of the whole of Deccan and the Carnatic. Soon after his
assumption of power in the Deccan, he had to face the internal disorder since
Khwaja Ahmed Khan, son of Mubanz Khan, had instigated the Nawab and
Zamindars to nse in revolt against the Nizam. ^
The Zamindari system was an age old and unique institution m India
since the beginning of the Muslim rule. The Zamindars m India had
henditary right to their territory and enjoyed certain amount of political,
economic and judicial power. The system survived many imperial dynasi-
ties for local administration. The overlord was appointing amildars or
Nowabs over these Zamindars only to collect tributes due to the suzerain. The
Zamindars were seizing every opportunity to defy their overlord whenever
there was a change of government in the capital. If the overlord was too weak
to control them, the Zamindars declared themselves independent.
To check the disorder in Deccan, Asaf Jah I divided his territory into
four Nawabships; Arcot, Kurnool, Rajahmundry and Chicacole, and subdi-
vided them into 24 paraganas. The admnistration of Rajahmundry and
Chicacole was entrusted to Nawab Anvaruddin (he was later made Nawab of
Arcot) who had m his service an able administrator by name Rustumkhan.
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